
The New York Affordable Reliable Electricity Alliance (New York AREA) is 
a diverse group of business, labor, environmental, and community leaders 
working together for clean, low-cost and reliable electricity solutions that 

foster prosperity and jobs for the Empire State.
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Nuclear Power  
Indispensable to 
Our Efforts to  
Save Planet  
BY N ORRIS  MCDONALD

As we observe Earth Day, notable progress is being made at the international, 
national, and state levels.

In Paris last December, the historic COP21 summit established a clear and 
binding framework to reduce greenhouse gas emissions and significantly slow the 
rise in global temperatures to two degrees Celsius by the end of this century. The 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA)’s Clean Power Plan (CPP) provides 
a robust framework for power producers to innovate and reduce emissions. 

Here in New York, the Clean Energy Standard (CES) aims to make our state a 
national leader in clean, affordable, reliable energy by reducing carbon emissions 
40 percent by 2030.

All these initiatives seek to cut greenhouse gas emissions and all underscore 
the need for nuclear energy. COP21 allows nuclear, which emits virtually zero 
carbon, to be included in signatories’ carbon mitigation plans. 

The EPA “expects nuclear power to be a key partner in achieving the goals of the 
CPP.” In New York State, the Clean Energy Standard acknowledges the essential 
role that nuclear power provides as the state seeks to reduce greenhouse gas 
emissions by 40 percent by 2030. 

New York should consider itself fortunate to have a nuclear fleet. These virtually 
zero-carbon plants provide nearly 30% of the state’s electricity, according to 
the New York Independent System Operator (NYISO). In 2013, our six nuclear 
plants prevented the release of 22 million metric tons of carbon into our air, 
equal to keeping nearly 5 million cars off the road. One facility in particular, the 
Indian Point Energy Center in Westchester County, prevents the release of 8.5 
million metric tons of carbon dioxide annually, equivalent to keeping 1.6 million 
cars off the road.

As New York State acknowledges the virtues of nuclear power in the fight to save 
our planet, it is extremely puzzling that policymakers excluded Indian Point 
from the Clean Energy Standard and even worse, continue to push for its closure. 
Indian Point provides 10% of the state’s electricity and is the largest provider of 
emissions free electricity.

If shuttered, Indian Point’s electricity—which powers 25% of New York City and 
Westchester County—would be replaced predominantly by fossil fuel plants. 
Large-scale use of wind and solar is still many years away.  

More fossil fuel would add carbon and pollutants to our air, making respiratory 
diseases worse. This would exacerbate asthma among New York City’s children, 
which already has a large number of asthma sufferers. As an asthmatic myself, I 
know how difficult this condition is. 

Earth Day reminds us to acknowledge and appreciate that New York needs all 
of its nuclear plants to continue producing abundant, reliable, and impeccably 
clean power. The nation and the world recognize that fact. For the sake of the 
environment and our state, it’s time for New York’s policy makers to do the same.
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