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2012 Reliability Needs Assessment 
New York Independent System Operator 
September 19, 2012 
The 2012 Reliability Needs Assessment (RNA) indicates that unless certain measures are taken, the 
current system will violate resource adequacy criteria beginning in 2020. NYISO found that serious, 
reliability issues would occur in 2016 if Indian Point were to be retired at the end of 2015. This would be 
compounded by a 200-MW increase in demand and another 1000MW decrease in supply by 2020. 
NYISO also determined that under stress conditions, the voltage performance on the system without 
Indian Point would be degraded. It states that in all cases, power flows replacing the Indian Point 
generation cause increased reactive power losses in addition to the loss of the reactive output from the 
plant. 
 

The Economic Impacts of Closing and Replacing the Indian Point Energy Center 
The Manhattan Institute 
September 18, 2012 
Closing Indian Point would increase annual electric costs in New York State by $1.5 billion to $2.2 billion 
between 2016 and 2030. Between 26,000 and 40,000 jobs would be lost annually as a result of Indian 
Point’s closure. All replacement scenarios for Indian Point result in electric rate increases for residential, 
commercial, industrial customers. The total net economic impact resulting from the loss of Indian 
Pointwould be $1.8 billion to $2.7 billion per year. The loss of Indian Point would cause the New York 
Independent System Operator to violate its own standards for reliability and lead to rolling blackouts.  
All alternatives for replacing Indian Point are limited and costly and face major siting and infrastructure 
issues, as well as likely legal opposition from various constituencies. Closing Indian Point is going to act 
like a big tax on New York ratepayers, consumers, and businesses. Imposing higher costs on consumers 
and businesses is never a recipe for economic growth and job creation. 
 

An Assessment of Energy Needs in Westchester County 
The Business Council of Westchester and the Westchester Business Alliance 
September 8, 2012 
Electric rates would increase by 6.3% or more with consumers paying more than $374 million per year in 
added electric bills. By 2020, the probability of electric outages would increase by 280%. As a result of 
higher electric rates and the closure of Indian Point, Westchester County would lose more than 3,000 
jobs, many of them high paying jobs, representing over $200 million per year in lost wages. Westchester 
would also lose $75 million per year in property taxes and revenue sharing with the State. Overall, the 
downstate regional economy would be drained by some $11.4 billion (inflation adjusted). Indian Point 
currently provides 2,065 MW of electric generation for Westchester and the New York City area, 
equaling 25% of all electric sales in New York City and Westchester. The report noted that currently 
there are no plans by any entity – public or private – to replace the electric energy and capacity 
produced by the Indian Point plants. Projected energy efficiency, demand side management and 
renewable resources cannot be added in time to offset the output of Indian Point at lease for the 
foreseeable future. 
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Charles River Report 
Prepared for the City of New York Department of Environmental Protection 
August 2, 2011 
Shutting down Entergy’s Indian Point Energy Center would increase electricity prices, have a negative 
impact on the air people breathe, and create reliability problems throughout a region whose economy 
depends on a reliable electrical supply. New York City consumers would pay between $2 billion and $3 
billion in higher energy costs, while on a statewide basis New York State consumers would pay between 
$10 billion and $12 billion in higher energy costs through the year 2030. These figures do not include the 
cost related to building new power plants needed to replace Indian Point, $2.1 billion, or costs due to 
the need for transmission upgrades needed to deliver the power from the new generation sources.  
Economic impacts to the area include the loss of the 1,100 employees in the region as well as ancillary 
jobs associated with vendors that provide services and products needed by the plants. The reliability of 
the electricity grid will be compromised without new generation or transmission system additions.  
 

Independent Safety Evaluation 
Prepared by the Indian Point Safety Evaluation Panel on their observations and conclusions 
regarding operations at Indian Point 
July 31, 2008 
Indian Point is physically sound and is being operated safely. From a nuclear safety standpoint, Indian 
Point is generally comparable to that of high performing U.S. nuclear power plants. The team noted 
several strengths germane to nuclear safety. The ISE Panel judges Indian Point security to meet the 
highest standards of international nuclear facilities and to be superior to most complex non-nuclear U.S. 
industrial facilities. The capabilities of the IPEC security force to respond to intrusions from land, water 
or airborne forces have been confirmed by the NRC and Department of Homeland Security. The 
redundancy and diversity that was inherent to the individual designs of the IPEC nuclear units provides 
additional levels of security assurance in that the defeat of reactor safety would require the compromise 
of numerous systems in diverse and varied locations. The storage of low-level radioactive waste at IPEC 
meets federal regulations, is technically sound, and does not pose a threat to the environment or the 
public. 
 

Supplement to Generic Environmental Impact Statement for Indian Point Energy 
Center’s Units 2 and 3 (NUREG-1437, Supplement 38, Volume 4, draft supplement to final) 
US Nuclear Regulatory Commission 
June 2012 
The revised supplement to the EIS indicates that the initial assessment of the Indian Point’s impact to 
the Hudson River was greatly over estimated. Specifically, NRC staff overestimated the entrainment 
losses for each of the representative important species studied in the analysis by a factor of 1000. NRC 
also revised conclusions regarding the impact of thermal discharge from Indian Point Units 2 and 3, 
based on information provided by the New York State Department of Environmental Conservation.  
The New York State DEC’s findings indicate that the discharge from Indian Point Units 2 and 3 is in 
compliance with its water quality standards and criteria for thermal discharges. The report’s revisions 
show that the slightly heated water released from Indian Point has a “small” impact to the Hudson River 
and confirms our belief that there is no environmental reason precluding the plant from having its 
operating licenses renewed. 


